
News + Current exhibition 2-3 

Collection news +  Classical music DVD 4-5 

Cultural Olympiad + Grayson Perry 

 
6-7 

Resources for teachers 8-9 

Session Programme + Booking information   10-16 

What happens when you bring a world-famous 

musician, his 300 year-old cello, a university film 

crew and two classes of KS3 pupils together in a 

museum? Find out on Page 5... 
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The Foundling Museum is currently running an oral history project                                                   

interviewing people that grew up in the Foundling Hospital in the                                                     

first half of the 20th century. The interviews cover a wide range of                                                    

subjects, including life with foster families, school experiences, first                                                   

jobs and apprenticeships and people's search for their birth families. 

So far over seventy interviews have been collected, as well as a                                                            

wealth of photographs, documents and objects, including an original                                                          

bed from the school, a childhood diary kept by one of the pupils and                                                             

one of the suitcases that all pupils were given on leaving. 

The collection will be featured in a six-month exhibition, which will                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Foundling Museum featured in the second episode of BBC2õs òAt Home with The Georgiansó, a 

major 3-part series about the history of domestic life in Georgian Britain. Presented by Amanda 

Vickery, prize-winning author and professor of modern British history at Royal Holloway, the series 

draws on a wide variety of sources piecing together the social history of 18th century England.  

 

Amanda talked about some of the 18th century foundling                                                                   

billet books, which registered the childõs entry into the                                                                        

Foundling Hospital and were attached with a small piece of                                                                      

material cut from the motherõs or babyõs clothing as a means                                                             

of identification. Amanda explored what the textile scraps                                                                 

reveal about female crafts amongst the poorest in society.                                                                

The series coincides with our exhibition Threads of Feeling,                                                           

which also explores  18th century textiles in relation to those                                                                 

found in the billet books.   
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Billet book, mid 18th century ©    Thomas Coram Foundation for    

Children / City of London, London Metropolitan Archives. 

Foundling Voices ñ oral history project 

 

Former Foundling Hospital pupil John Downing, 

holding the regulation suitcase issued in the mid-

20th century when pupils left the school at 15-16 

years of age to start employment. 

A group of boys playing with a 

toy car during their time with 

foster parents before starting 

at the Foundling Hospital 

school at 5 years of age. 

open at the Museum on 14 

April 2011 and we will be    

running educational workshops 

focusing on the oral history 

material during this period. We 

are also developing a website, 

which will contain extracts 

from the interviews, and an 

education pack for schools.  



Threads of Feeling  

(until 6 March 2011) 

In the cases of more than 6,000 admissions         

between 1741 and the end of the period of 

General Admission in 1760, when all babies 

had been accepted into the Hospital, a small 

piece of material was cut  from the motherõs 

or babyõs clothing and attached to the ad-

mission form as a means of identification. 

This ôbilletõ would then be folded up, sealed 

and the date of admission and the childõs 

number written onto it. The billets were                 

subsequently bound up into ledgers known 

as billet books. 

 

Individually, each of these fabric pieces 

represents the life of a child at risk.             

Together, they form the largest collection of 

18th-century  everyday textiles in Britain. They have never been exhibited before. The curator of 

this exhibition is Professor Johns Styles MA (Cantab.), Research Professor in History at the           

University of Hertfordshire. Professor Styles specialises in the history of eighteenth-century         

England, and has a particular interest in  everyday items used by the common people. His book 

òThe Dress of the People: Everyday Fashion in Eighteenth-Century Englandó (Yale University Press, 

2007) investigates clothes worn by ordinary English men and women during the century when the 

Industrial Revolution began. 

Note to teachers 

This exhibition provides a unique opportunity to examine the range of fabrics worn by ordinary men 

and women during the 18th century, the era of the Consumer and Industrial revolutions. 

 

 

Billet book, mid 18th century © Thomas Coram          

Foundation for Children / City of London, London Metro-

politan Archives. 

Admission to the Foundling Hospital by Ballot, etching by Nathanial Parr after painting by Samuel Wale       

© Coram in the care of the Foundling Museum 
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A Stitch in Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When 10 year-old Sarah Anne Quartermain tied off her final stitch, she had no way of knowing that 

two centuries later her hard work would end up on public display in a Museum.                           

Sarahõs needlework sampler is typical of many girlsõ practical education in past centuries, yet it is 

utterly unique. Dated 1825, it shows a view of the Foundling Hospital copied from an 18th-century 

engraving. Thanks to assistance from the Art 

Fund, the Victoria & Albert Museum         

Purchase Grant Fund and a donation from 

the Worshipful Company of Weavers, the 

Foundling Museum was able to acquire the 

only known image of the Foundling Hospital 

made by a child over the institutionõs 200-

year existence. Who Sarah was and why she 

chose to include the Hospital in her design 

are a mystery, but we hope that she would 

feel proud to know that children from        

another time can admire her skill when they 

visit the Foundling Museum.   



Classical Music DVD for Schools 

òIs it scarier to play in front of young  

people or old people?ó  

òWhat a fantastic question! No oneõs ever asked 

me that before,ó enthused the musician to          

Museum staff.  

It was Julian Lloyd Webber, one of the most        

famous cellists of his generation, who had just 

finished a performance and lively Q&A session 

with KS3 pupils from William Ellis School and 

South Camden Community School. The                

programme included Bachõs Adagio in G,         

Brittenõs Scherzo-Pizzicato, Fallaõs Ritual Fire 

Dance and brother Andrew Lloyd Webberõs        

Variation 23, all played on Julianõs priceless 

c.1690 Stradivarius cello, which proved a hit in  

its own right with the fascinated pupils.  

The entire event was recorded in the Foundling 

Museumõs elegant Picture Gallery by a team of 

students from Kingston Universityõs BA(Hons) 

Filmmaking: Design & Production course. The 

team went on to film Julian in conversation with 

archivist Katharine Hogg as they examined    

unique, rare and extraordinary items from the Museumõs Gerald Coke Handel Collection, including 

18th-century, hand-copied instrument parts for Handelõs Messiah, conducted by Handel himself to 

raise money for the Foundling Hospital, and an original ticket to a performance.  

The film students are creating a professional documentary, editing together the concert, the Q&A 

with pupils and the exploration of the Museumõs classical collections. The finished DVD will be made 

available by the Museum to London schools as an exciting introduction for pupils to classical music 

and music history. Watch this space! 
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Julian Lloyd Webber (© EMI Classics) 

Excerpt from an 18th-century hand-copied solo voice part for Handelõs ôMessiahõ             

© Gerald Coke Handel Collection 



 

Stories of the World: London  

Stories of the World is one of the major       

projects of London 2012's Cultural      

Olympiad. During 2010-2011 museums in 

London are working with young people to 

explore four   aspects of life in the world 

city: identity, home, journeys and place.  

As part of the London 2012                        

Cultural Olympiad the Foundling                  

Museum is showcasing art works by 

looked after children, young asylum        

seekers in care, care leavers and 

young people from London. Young people 

from the London boroughs of Kensington 

and Chelsea, Westminster and Ealing have been working with 

artists to create ceramics, perspex paintings, films, objects and 

sound installations.  

All of the work in this personal and poignant exhibition has been     

inspired by objects and the story of the Foundling Hospital and       

explore ideas around identity and life in and after care                

today. Groups of looked after young people have also been         

involved in an oral history project documenting their experiences 

of life in and after care in response to recordings and             

conversations with former Foundling pupils. These stories will 

contribute  towards an archive legacy of life in care past and 

present.  

One of the projectõs 10 themes is ôIdentity Cupsõ. Looked after 

young people from the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea worked with artists to create 

cups, saucers and spoons in response to the cups and cutlery marked with a lamb logo that the 

Foundling children ate from at the Foundling Hospital. The participants started by looking at the 

uniformity of the childrenôs 

lives at the Foundling        

Hospital, their lack of          

individuality and  identity, 

their identical school uniform, 

the sameness of the sheep 

emblem cups. The young  

peopleõs aim was to create a 

new set of cups and saucers 

with emblems and images 

that expressed their individual 

identities as teenagers or as 

young people in care. 

The artworks and sound        

installations will be displayed 

throughout the Museum from 

15 December 2010 until 13 

March 2011. 
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